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God in the Life of a  
cricketer and a chaplain

Chaplains’ conference - 
Centrespread

Win Bishop John’s latest 
book page 5

CHURCH members are being urgently 
asked to pray, give and act to support 
people working non-stop for an end to the 
deadliest ever Ebola outbreak. 
   Medical staff from the UK are 
particularly being called on to consider 
whether they could join teams to staff 
treatment centres in Guinea, Sierra Leone 
and Liberia. 
   Janice Proud, the Relief and Programmes 
Manager of the Anglican Alliance, reported 
that there have been nearly 5,000 reported 
deaths from the virus so far. 
   “The epidemic is critically serious,” 
Janice said. “Despite the current 
international response the number of 
people infected is expected to continue to 
increase. Other countries are preparing in 
case Ebola spreads further afield.”    
   Janice, who is married to the Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud, the Bishop of Reading,  
noted that the UK is not at risk because we 
have strong health care systems compared 
to the under-resourced areas affected. 
Churches take action
   Churches in the affected countries are 
already taking action. They have strong 
grassroots links, and church leaders 
are working to spread correct Ebola-
prevention messaging, to promote safe 
burial practices, to help people deal with 
grief in communities when traditional 
funeral rituals are not possible, and to 
prevent stigmatisation of survivors. 
   In addition they are supporting medical 
work. Janice reports that the Bishop 
of Freetown has provided land for the 
construction of an isolation unit; the 
Diocese of Liberia has provided food for 
patients at a clinic in Monrovia; and the 
Diocese of Guinea, with the support of 
Anglican mission agency Us, has been 
distributing protective kits and equipping 
church clinics. 

   Milton Keynes based World Vision 
(www.worldvision.org.uk) is one of 
many charities working to combat Ebola. 
Justin Byworth, its Chief Executive, 
noted: “World Vision have been working 
to educate people and tackle the stigma 
as well as providing thousands of sets 
of protective gear to front line health 
workers.”  
   To illustrate the scale of the issues, he 
told the story of Sarah from Sierra Leone 
who went to a clinic with her four-year-
old son. “Sarah was unconscious for three 
days but when she came round she learned 
her child had died. ‘I don’t know what 
happened to him or how his body was 
buried. They gave me a certificate to say I 
was Ebola free, and I came home but my 
neighbours have told me they don’t want 

me here,’ she said.”   
   Justin said World Vision teams were also 
working non-stop to provide burials for 
victims. He quoted a member of one team, 
who said:  “It is heartbreaking to watch 
these families but all we can do is ensure 
people are buried safely and with some 
dignity.” 
   Meanwhile Radiohead bassist Colin 
Greenwood launched an appeal for 
young reporters in Liberia to save lives 
through the Children’s Radio Foundation. 
The President and Executive Chair of 
the Foundation is the Revd Charlotte 
Bannister-Parker, who is a priest in 
Summertown in Oxford.  Colin said: “The 
Children’s Radio Foundation has a unique 
network of young radio journalists and 
radio stations across five African countries 

including Liberia, the epicentre of the 
disease. These young reporters can play a 
vital role in the fight against the epidemic 
– helping to bring life-saving information 
to their communities. Radio is the best 
way to get through to people.”  

Help prevent the spread of Ebola

To give to the Disasters Emergency 
Committee go to www.dec.org.uk/. To 
give to the CRF go to www.justgiving.
com/crffightsebola.   To learn more about 
what Anglican churches are doing and 
donate to Anglican appeals, go to www.
anglicanalliance.org/news. 
   NHS staff interested in volunteering 
can do so through the UK’s international 
emergency medical register. MSF (www.
msf.org.uk ), Serving in Mission (www.sim.
co.uk ), and Avaaz (www.avaaz.org) are also 
working with volunteers. 

Teams working to stop the spread of Ebola. Photo World Vision.
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Spreading Hope across Milton Keynes
By Jo Duckles

AN ARMY of 135 young people from 
23 churches joined in the second year 
of a mammoth mission event in Milton 
Keynes.
   The 11 to 18-year-olds found themselves 
doing social action projects from gardening 
and litter picking to praying for people 
across the city during Hope MK in the 
autumn half term.
   Breakfast was available at 8.15am 
with the days starting at 9.30am with 
teaching, worship, prayer and preparation 
throughout the mornings ready for the 
work in the afternoons. 
   The Revd Ricky Rew, Youth Minister 
at Spurgeon Baptist Church, led the 
ecumenical project with 60 volunteers. 
Another 30 adults were enlisted to cook 
and serve breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
   Community teams were sent to social 
action projects, running activities for 
younger children, baking cakes and 
biscuits, and making and delivering food 
parcels. Some young people were sent 
to pray for people while others did litter 
picks, gardening, washing windows and 
getting to know residents in sheltered 
accommodation. Others travelled around 

the city on buses, offering to pray for 
people they got into conversation with.
   On the final afternoon the teams were 
each given £50 and told to go and bless 
people and be generous with it. Some were 
challenged to buy something small then 
swap it for something of greater value, 
continuing to trade-up until they had 
something we could use to bless people 
with. One team ended up with a dress 
worth £90. Last year a team was given a 
donation of a £1,950 wedding dress that 
was given to a bride to be.
   When they returned each day, dinner 
would be served and they would share 
stories and pray for the people they had 
met while they were working.
   The week ended with a fun afternoon of 
activities with inflatables, sumo wrestling, 
video games and a presentation of the 
Gospel. 
   It was the second year that Hope MK 
had taken place in the Autumn half 
term, following the event proving a 
resounding success in 2013. The majority 
of participants were aged 11 to 14, with 
those aged 16 to 17 recruited as young 
leaders. 
   Ricky said Hope MK will  take place again 
in 2015 and hopes that churches and other 

organisations will come forward with ideas 
for new projects. He said: “If churches have 
a project they would like to run in their 
area, and maybethey have never had the 

people to do it before, we can provide a 
team of about 10 youngsters.”
   For more see www.hopemk.com or 
email hello@hopemk.com 

Headteachers gather for annual service 

Diocesan Education Director, Anne Davey, hands Bibles to new 
headteachers during the annual headteachers’ service at Christ 
Church Cathedral.  Photo: Jo Duckles

Tree planting at St Paul’s, Wokingham
VOLUNTEERS headed out with 
spades to plant a new hedgerow 
at St Paul’s Church, Wokingham 
last month. The Tree Succession 
Project has seen the church 
awarded 420 Woodland Trust 
hedgerow saplings, chosen 
because they will benefit 
wildlife. They have been planted 
throughout the day, along the 
boundary of the churchyard and 
land owned by British Rail.
   Andy Clark, who co-ordinates 
work in the churchyard, said: “We 
are particularly pleased to have 
been awarded the saplings. This 
was the first major replanting in 
the churchyard for many years. 
The new saplings will grow to 
form an enriched hedgerow 
providing improved wildlife 

habitats, enhancing the 
biodiversity of the site. “
   Church members and 
community groups 
including the Wokingham 
District Veteran Tree 
Association, Wokingham 
Horticultural Association 
and the Wokingham 
Society and the local Scouts 
were among those who 
joined in the planting. The 
Tree Succession project 
is one of a number of 
events taking place during 
2014 to mark the 150th 
anniversary of the church’s 
consecration. See www.
stpauls-wokingham.org.uk 
for more information.  

Loneliness Sunday
“LONELINESS is painful” 
says Andrew Shoesmith the 
Chairman of the Archway 
Foundation speaking recently 
as the organisation launched 
its pack on loneliness for local 
churches. 
   The Archway Foundation 
has spent the last 30 years 
raising awareness of the serious 
damage that loneliness can do.  
And at last the world seems to 
be listening. “In the past year 
there have been lots of stories 
in the press pointing out that 
loneliness affects both physical 
and mental health” said 
Andrew.  
   Meanwhile medical research 
is underlining how badly this 
hidden disease can affect 
people’s long-term wellbeing.  

   Archway is christening the 
first Sunday after Christmas 
“Loneliness Sunday” as a way of 
shining light on the issue.       
   Andrew Shoesmith continued 
to say: “We hope that this 
idea will catch on among the 
churches and that it will become 
a regular feature of this time of 
year. After all, it shouldn’t really 
be a shock to see Christians 
loving their neighbours!  If the 
church can’t be looking out for 
those who may be spending the 
festive season alone, who else is 
going to do it?” 
   Details can be found on 
the Archway website, www.
archway.moonfruit.com or from 
the Archway office on 01865 
790552.

Children lead Remembrance service
PUPILS led a moving Remembrance 
service at Great Horwood CofE 
school.
   The public were invited in for 
the event where a roll of honour of 
those killed in the First World War 
was read out. “We are a small village 
of 400 houses,” said Jo Waggott, 
a learning support assistant at 
the Buckinghamshire school. “13 
young men were killed in the  First 
World War. Children stood up as 
the names of those men were read 
out. There were so many links 
with the community, it was very 
moving. Children had made their 
own wreath and each class made a 
poppy which was displayed during 
the event.  “We had a two minute 
silence and everyone was very 
solemn as they left,” added Jo.
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Who will be the next Bishop of Oxford? 

By Sarah Meyrick

THE SEARCH for the next Bishop of 
Oxford is well underway.  
   Because of the wider role diocesan 
bishops play within the local community, 
the Church of England and the nation at 
large, the choice is not made by the diocese 
alone. Instead, representatives from the 
diocese work with a national body called 
the Crown Nominations Commission 
(CNC). 
   The first step involves drawing up a 
description of the diocese and the qualities 
needed in the next Bishop of Oxford, called 
a ‘Statement of Needs’, which is not unlike 
a parish profile. This is prepared by the 
diocesan Vacancy in See Committee, made 
up of our Area Bishops and Archdeacons, 
the Sub-Dean of the Cathedral, our General 
Synod members, the chairs of the Houses 
of Laity and Clergy of the diocesan synod, 
and a number of elected members. Six 
members of the Vacancy in See Committee 
are elected to serve on the CNC. 
   As part of the broader consultation, 
the two CNC Appointments Secretaries 

(one representing the Archbishops, 
and the other on behalf of the Prime 
Minister) spent three days in the diocese 
in November, meeting people from within 
and outside the Church to gather their 
views.

“The key is that we find 
the right person...

   For anyone who missed the 
consultations, it is not too late to make 
comments on the needs of the diocese 
or to propose names. The deadline for 
submissions is 19 January 2015. You can 
write to the Appointments secretaries as 
follows: 
   Caroline Boddington, Archbishop’s 
Secretary for Appointments, The Wash 
House, Lambeth Palace, London SE1 7JU.
Mr Edward Chaplin, Prime Minister’s 
Secretary for Appointments Honours & 
Appointments Secretariat, Room G40,  
1 Horse Guards Road, London SW1A 2HQ. 

    Once all the information, 
feedback and suggestions 
have been gathered, the CNC 
meets to consider the vacancy, 
normally twice, and on the 
second occasion interviews 
potential candidates. In Oxford’s 
case these two meetings will 
take place during April and May 
2015. It is therefore unlikely 
that our new bishop will take 
up post much before the end of 
next year.  
   Oxford is one of the first 
dioceses who could have a 
woman as diocesan bishop. 
However as Bishop Colin wrote 
in the Door in June 2014: “The 
key thing is that we find the 
right person for the job”. 
   During the vacancy Bishop 
Colin will be Acting Bishop of 
Oxford, a role he also held when 
Bishop Richard retired in 2006.  
For more see www.oxford.
anglican.org/newbishop

Prayer for a new Bishop
Gracious Lord and shepherd of your  
pilgrim Church, 
We bless you and praise you that you have 
gathered us, 
from across this Diocese, 
to be one flock, within one fold.
 
By your Spirit, 
Give us wisdom, courage and faith 
as we seek a faithful pastor who will 
sustain us on the journey, 
feed us with word and sacrament 
and nurture our ‘Living Faith’ 
inspiring us to follow you ever more closely.
 
This we ask in the name of Jesus, 
our loving, faithful shepherd 
who is the beginning 
and the end 
of all that we are 
and seek 
and do.
Amen. 

Lightening the load in rural churches
NEW ways of organising the 
rural church will be explored at 
Lightening the Load, an event 
taking place in early 2015.
   The morning will be supported 
by two Archdeacons, the Ven. 
Olivia Graham (Berkshire) 
and the Ven. Karen Gorham 
(Buckingham). It takes place 
on Saturday 28 February at 
Emmanuel Church, Bicester, 
9.30am to 12.30pm. 
   The Revd Charles Chadwick, 
Parish Development Advisor for 
the Dorchester Archdeaconry, 
said: “We are doing it because we 
want to explore ways and means 
to review administration and its 
impact on the life of the rural 

church across our diocese. This is 
obviously a tricky and demanding 
area for those in leadership. We 
hope that by sharing stories, 
experience and expertise we 
will gain new insights and new 
approaches.”
   The event is free, but please do 
book so that we know how many 
people are attending.  Please 
book via Eventbrite following this 
link: http://lighteningtheload.
eventbrite.co.uk
   If you have any difficulties 
booking, please contact Melanie 
Hawgood on 01865 208252 or 
email: melanie.hawgood@oxford.
anglican.org.

Lighting a candle for peace 

THE Rt Revd John Pritchard joined Imam Monawar Hussain and 
Penny Faust from the Jewish community to light a candle for peace.       
   The act brought together Christian, Muslim and Jewish leaders in 
the annual St Frideswide Civic Service, which is welcome to people 
of all faiths and none. Frideswide means Strong Peace in Old English 
and that was the theme of the service at Christ Church Cathedral. 
Four schools, King Alfred’s Academy, Beckley CofE Primary, 
Wootton St Peter’s CofE Primary and Radley College performed a 
mixture of music, poetry and produced illustrations for a service 
sheet. Photo Ralph Williamson.

Milton Keynes leaders launch Living Wage City

THE Bishop of Buckingham, the 
Rt Revd Alan Wilson, was among 
the community leaders at the 
launch of Milton Keynes as a 
Living Wage City.  
   Following an announcement of 
the new national Living Wage of 
£7.85 per hour compared with 
the Minimum Wage of £6.50, 
Council Leader Peter Marland 
said: “It’s only right that every 
worker gets a decent day’s pay for 
a decent day’s work. MK should 
become the first Living Wage 
City.” 
   Bishop Alan, one of several 
faith leaders present, said:  “It 
is good to see people turning 
out to raise awareness of social 
inequality and do something 
about it.”
    At an event organised by 

Citizens:mk and hosted by 
KPMG, an audience of 50 guests 
heard first-hand accounts from 
workers about the impact that 
the Living Wage has had on their 
lives. 
   Tracy Schembre, pastry chef 
at The Open University said:  
“My husband and I both work 
full time to make ends meet, so 
family trips to the cinema and 
bowling have been few and far 
between.  Now I have the Living 
Wage we can put that extra 
money aside so once a month we 
can now have a family day out 
without worry, which in turn has 
brought our family unit closer 
and happier together.”
   Alan Burrell, Director of Estates 
at the OU, said:  “We think 
it is important, as a socially-
responsible employer, that all of 

our staff including contractors 
are able to provide for themselves 
and their families.  We know that 
there are potential benefits for 
the OU too, such as increased 
motivation and morale. “
   Mike Kelly, Head of Living 
Wage at KPMG, said:  “We want 
to see areas such as Milton 
Keynes become Living Wage 
Zones - a defined geographical 
area in which at least 75 per cent  
of employees are paid the Living 
Wage.”
   After the event, Living Wage 
supporters went on a short 
‘action walk’ to thank and give 
cookies to employers on Silbury 
Boulevard who have responded 
to a recent Living Wage Survey.  
 For more on Citizens:mk visit 
wwwcitizensmk.org.    
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My Story – Kate Spedding
A lack of self-worth combined with teenage experimentation with ‘so�  drugs’ 
led Kate Spedding into addiction, alcoholism and suicide attempts, before God 
transformed her life through a di�  cult rehab process at Gilead. This is her story …

I’m 38 years old now, and I 
grew up with loving parents. Our 
family life wasn’t perfect, but nor 
are most to be honest and most 
people don’t end up doing the 
things I did.

I always felt that I wasn’t 
good enough, and wanted 
whatever other people had. 
When my schoolfriends and I 
experimented with cannabis 
and ‘party drugs’ I got hooked. 
They le�  it behind, but I always 
wanted more. The drugs helped 
me escape, and to feel good 
about myself, to start with.

I moved in with my boyfriend 
when I was 17 and got deeper 
into the party scene. Then my 
brother died when I was 19, 
and the next day I drank until I 
blacked out, for the � rst time.

I began to self harm when I 
was 20. I cut myself very deeply, 
to say to my doctor and others 
“I need help and I’ll make you 
believe me”. The cuts were so 
bad I was o� en hospitalised. 
Over the next few years, I tried 
drug treatment and rehab, but 

my addiction grew worse.
I married my boyfriend in 2003, we had 

our baby, Isobel, but she had to live with 
my parents due to my lifestyle. Then, in 
2007, my husband died on drugs. Life was 
bleak.

My parents ‘accidentally’ met one of 
the trustees of Gilead, near their holiday 
home. They poured out their hearts to 
him, and he helped me to get into Gilead 
(which was a long process because I 
refused at � rst).

Gilead was di� erent to other rehabs. I 
asked ‘why is everyone so nice and happy 
here?’ I found God quite quickly and 
made a commitment to him at a church 
conference. He began to heal the deep 
wounds in my soul; one of the biggest 
things he did was made me realise I did 
not need to punish myself, especially for 
my husband’s death.

The Genesis relapse prevention process 
at Gilead dealt with a lot of false beliefs I 
had, such as ‘I’m not good enough’, and a 
lot of delusions about what other people 
thought of me. These things were at 
the root of my addictive behaviour and I 
began to get free.

But I made a big mistake. I met Gary 
at Gilead, and he became a bit of an 
idol for me. We thought we were ready 
to leave, against advice, and we moved 
out of Gilead. I was doing voluntary 
work, but I was still broken inside, and 
a� er two miscarriages, a slide back into 

alcohol and Gary using drugs too, I made 
a serious suicide attempt, but was found 
and hospitalised.

The same trustee who had helped 
me get into Gilead originally, supported 
me and Gary and asked Ian and Bron 
if we could return. Many people were 
against it, but their unconditional love 
made a way for us. This time, I totally 
surrendered and did all that was asked of 
me. I became grateful instead of moaning 
about the programme, and in that frame 
of mind God was able to help me mature 
in character as well as � nd healing.

Gary has his own story, but he is totally 
transformed too – he’s a man full of love 
instead of a cold heart. All I can say is I 
have a warm glow inside even just telling 
my story. A� er two years we went on 
sta�  at Gilead, and a year later we moved 
into our own home, found a good local 
church, Gary has a steady job and we 
are married with a one year old daughter. 
We’re working towards having Isobel 
back with us permanently too.

God is making a way for us this time, 
last time we tried to make our own way. 
I’m completing a counselling course and 
Gary has a desire to work in prisons, 
where we can give back what we’ve 
received. The biggest impression I have of 
Gilead is unconditional love and support, 
pastoral care, and grace which chooses 
to not remember the past, and to help us 
face the future, healed and matured.

working in collaboration with
RISDON ENTERPRISES CIC

01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other)   

First Name     Surname

Address

      Postcode

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Telephone Number

Email

I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a Partner
Please fill in this form

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address

   Postcode

Account No.            Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD

Becoming a Partner: Giving £20 a month or an amount of 
your choosing will help us develop sustainable income for 
successful rehabilitation. If you want to discuss monthly 
giving please contact Carole Harris on 01837 851240
Making a larger donation: Alternatively, a one-off gift 
donation would also be a great help. If you would like to 
discuss a larger donation please contact Chris Cole 
(Trustee) on 07957 433973.
To help us correctly allocate your gift, please record your 
name and contact details using the form below. You can 
also donate online at www.gilead.org.uk. Thank you.

I am a UK taxpayer and I agree to Gilead Foundations 
Charity (GFC) claiming tax on all past, present and future 
donations I make to the charity. Please treat my donations 
as Gift Aid donations. I confirm that I am paying or will pay 
an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to 
cover the amount GFC and any other charities or 
Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) will reclaim for 
the tax year (6 April one year to 5 April the next year). 
Council Tax and VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. GFC 
will reclaim 25 pence of tax for every £1 that has been 
given.

Signed    Date

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ

DIO1214

Relapse prevention counselling 
- The key to successful recovery

Gilead Foundations Charity was 
established in 1991, for people su� ering 
with compulsive behaviours such as 
drug and alcohol addictions. Hundreds 
of service users have completed the 
programme, with at least 85% living a 
successful recovery lifestyle, measured 
two years a� er they have completed the 
programme.

Gilead unlocks people from addictive 
lifestyles and releases them into their 
true potential, in an extended family 
environment. Our experience has shown 
that rehabilitation and training need 
to go hand in hand. Training includes 
numeracy and literacy, working with 
agricultural machinery, administration, 
food preparation, building & maintenance, 
animal husbandry, general farm work, 
tractor driving and gardening. 

The key to successful recovery is the 
‘Genesis Process’ relapse prevention 
counselling, which deals with the root 
issues of addictive behaviour and gives 
people tools they need to live free from 
their addictions. Kate’s story on these 
pages is a good example.

We see the miracles of transformed 
lives every day, in our work with the 
hurting and broken people that we are 
privileged to serve. Our farming activities 
generate sustainable income to help meet 
the costs of rehabilitation. But without 
the ongoing � nancial and prayer support 
of our Partners we would � nd it hard to 
continue.

We recently secured a £10,000 grant 
towards the cost of a major IT overhaul. 
All of our computers and so� ware are 
out of date and frustrating to work with 
– like any ministry we rely on IT so much 
and we have been planning essential 
improvements for months. The cost of 
the project is £18,000, and with the � rst 
£10,000 secured we are well underway – 
could you help with a donation towards 
the remaining £8,000?

Gilead is also looking for partners to 
donate to our funds to meet the costs 
of rehabilitation. Can you be one of our 
growing number of partners? By giving 
� nancially each month, you can be part 
of unlocking people and releasing them 
into their God-given potential. Please 
complete the reply form on this page, or 
contact us on 01837 851240, email carole.
harris@gilead.org.uk, or visit www.gilead.
org.uk. Thank you.

Calf feeding at the Gilead Farm

the Door, December 2014, page 4
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Competition winners
Congratulations to the winners of our 
competition in the November issue of 
the Door. Mrs Riley from Milton Keynes; 
Nicky Smith from Kidlington and 
Milly Houston from Bicester have all 
won a Real Advent Calendar from The 
Meaningful Chocolate Company. 

How is your church 
using social media? 
WE would like to hear how your church 
is using social media. Are you au fait with 
sites like Facebook and Twitter or would 
you like to learn more about them? Do you 
think they are the way forward in terms 
of communication or a pointless waste 
of time? Please email jo.duckles@oxford.
anglican.org with your views. 

Last month the Door announced the launch 
of Bishop John’s latest book, The Journey. 
This month we are delighted to announce 
that we have three copies to give away in 

our prize draw.  
   The Lent reflection book looks through the eyes 
of the disciple John, folowing Luke’s chronology 
as Jesus heads for Jerusalem. It offers readings 
for Lent, from Ash Wednesday to Good Friday 
with a poem for each Saturday. It is suitable for 
individuals or groups and could make the perfect 
stocking filler if readers are beginning to think 
about what to buy their loved ones as Christmas 
presents.    
   For the chance to win a copy simply send your 
name and address to   The Journey competition, 
The Door, Diocesan Church House, Oxford, OX2 
0NB. The closing date for entries is Friday 5 
December.  

by Graham 
Sykes 

I guess it is 
apposite 
for the 
Diocese 

of Oxford, 
as we seek 
prayerfully, 
under God, a 
new Bishop 
that we review 
a book on 
the subject of 
the original 
bishops of the early church. This topic has 
been a personal fascination from my early 
days of studying theology.  
   For me, the major question is: “how do 
we end up with the three-fold order of 
Bishop, Priest and Deacon?’ My studies 
lead me to consider the confusion of terms 
between episkopoi and presbyteroi and still 
I remain intrigued. Stewart, in this very 
academic book, explores these issues with 
an integrity that acknowledges the gaps in 
evidence and knowledge. Whilst this is not 

a book that I would  recommend as a bed 
time or holiday read.
   I commend it for study for anyone who is 
concerned with our origins.  Our church is 
going through great transition. There has 
been a subtle widening of orders over the 
last century with the advent of “Readers” 
(in this Diocese - Local Licensed Ministers) 
OLMs - Ordained Local Ministers, ’ 
Licensed Pastoral Ministers, Licensed 
Evangelists, Licensed Youth Ministers and 
Licensed Children’s Ministers all of which 
I personally welcome as we celebrate the 
fullness of the ministry and mission of all 
disciples. 

“Our church is going 
through great transition.”

   What remains is the key issue of the 
ministry of oversight and strategic 
leadership which is all wrapped up in the 
ministry of a Bishop. Alistair Stewart 
has taken care in the crafting of his book 
which gives valuable academic insight 
into the origins of the order of bishops. I 
commend his contribution to all of us as 
we consider the nature of what we ask for 
in the future Bishop of Oxford.
The Revd Graham Sykes is the Chaplain 
to the Bishop of Oxford and Chair of the 
Door’s Editorial Support Group. 

Win Bishop John’s latest bookThe Original Bishops: Office 
and Order in the First Christian 
Communities.
Alistair C Stewart 
Baker Academic 

by Martyn Percy

I cast my mind back twenty years, and 
to a lecture given by a publisher to 
a group of new writers, asking what 
Christians and theologians should 

be writing about in the future.  A young 
scholar stuck up his hand, and suggested 
that homosexuality was likely to be a 
key issue for the churches in the twenty-
first century.  Several older scholars 
immediately rubbished the idea.  And the 
rest, as they say, is history: I have an entire 
shelf of such books in my study.  
   And here are two more offerings.  They 
are quite different; both should be read, 
because we need as a Church to continue 
wrestling with this debate. 
   More Perfect Union, written by our 
very own Bishop of Buckingham, is 
a passionate, pacey and persuasive 
book.   But it is also careful, nuanced 
and rich, with a great deal of scholarship 
underpinning the text – yet all worn 
lightly.  For congregations and churches 
– of any kind, and any persuasion – this 
is a book that should be read and engaged 
with.  It is a careful and considered 
polemic.  Such a blend does not usually 
work, but Alan Wilson manages this with 
consummate ease, and the book opens up 
the issues with wisdom and insight. 
   Is God Anti-Gay? by Sam Allberry is more 
like an extended tract; less of a discussion 
starter, and more of a discussion 
closer.  Sam writes with firmness and 
conviction, but the closing down of 
scriptures and the narrowing of their 

meanings will leave many readers – 
conservative and liberal alike – puzzled 
and frustrated.  For example, we are 
told that (p. 41) Jesus doesn’t mention 
homosexuality in his prohibitions 
anywhere – “but he does include it”.   
   It’s an odd sort of argument, really 
– retrospectively co-opting current 
behaviour patterns and identities 
that Jesus said not a word about, but 
deciding nonetheless that he would have 
condemned them, and surely meant to?  
(Incidentally, the subject that Jesus spends 
most time moralising on is wealth – but 
we don’t hear many sermons on this, of 
course.)  
   For several centuries of course, it was 
exactly this kind of double-thinking that 
led the churches to accept slavery as either 
“natural”, or perhaps even God-given.  
Jesus chatted to slaves, and had nothing 
especially bad to say about most slave-
owners.  Slaves were a normal part of the 
world that Jesus inhabited.  How are we to 
read his silence on the subject?  There are 
good answers to this question, and some of 
them would form part of an answer on the 
vexed question of human sexuality.  But 
you need a more sophisticated approach to 
explore that kind of complex territory. 
  

   I mention slavery and sexuality in the 
same breath (and this review), because 
they are related.  We know that in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 
the churches were unable to resolve the 
tension between what the Bible seemed to 
say and condone specifically (i.e., slavery 
is not really condemned in either the OT 
or NT), and the broader principles that 
the Bible promotes unequivocally, namely 
equality, justice, fairness, compassion and 
love. Hundreds of Bible commentaries 
were produced that argued for both the 
positions of the slavery and anti-slavery 
lobbies.   
   Slavery lobbyists included active 
Christian missionaries, who argued that 
their missionary work, albeit rooted 
in (exploitative) trades, nonetheless 
advanced civilisation, and so improved the 
lot of the countries and peoples who were 
enslaved.    
       The anti-slavery lobbyists argued for 
the dignity and equality of every human 
being, irrespective of race. What changed 
the course of history on slavery was not, 
interestingly, a new breakthrough book 
or Bible commentary.  It was, rather, the 
experience of the churches in meeting 

people from other countries who had been 
slaves, but were now liberated.  When 
former slaves started to speak and teach, 
others realised that “they were just like 
us”.  Slowly, the argument turned. 
   How then, will the Sexuality Church Wars 
end? Not with a bang, I think; but with 
a whimper.  There will be no knock-out 
blow from any new Bible commentary or 
book. And there will be no decisive battle 
in the “what-the-Bible-really-says-and-
means-debate”.  Even churches claiming 
to be ruled by the Bible know that they 
are actually governed by the interpreters.  
And this is the point.  The meanings of 
the Bible, even when apparently clear, 
sometimes point us in different ways.  Not 
for nothing did Jesus speak in parables. 
   So how will change come?  Gradually, 
Christians are coming to see that far from 
being a threat to churches – and perhaps 
even civilisation itself – gay people are 
ordinary, normal folk, with plenty of good 
things to contribute to faith communities 
and to the wider world.  Moreover, they 
are not a distant group somewhere “out 
there”. They are, rather, our friends, 
neighbours, relatives, sons, brothers, 
sisters, daughters; our kith and kin.  And 
so the only questions to ask, I think, are 
these.  How did Jesus treat the strangers, 
aliens, outcasts and foreigners in his own 
ministry? And what should we do, as 
churches, in the light of Jesus’s ministry? 
   Both books address this question, but 
come to two quite different conclusions.             
   Yet the debate, increasingly, is not about 
sexuality.  It is about how to read the Bible 
with care and wisdom.  And it is a debate 
about the kingdom of God that Jesus both 
preached and practised; and whether the 
church can ever come close to embodying 
the unequivocal love of God for all 
humanity, which Jesus so richly and fully 
expressed. 
The Very Revd. Professor Martyn 
Percy is Dean of Christ Church. He was 
Principal of Ripon College, Cuddesdon.

More Perfect Union: Understanding 
Same-Sex Marriage, Alan Wilson, 
Darton, Longman & Todd, £9.99.
Is God Anti-Gay? And Other 
Questions About Homosexuality, the 
Bible and Same-Sex Attraction, Sam 
Allberry. 
The Good Book Company, £3.99.



Advertisement Feature

3 Woodland Trading Estate, Eden Vale Road, Westbury. BA13 3QS 
tel. 08453 679676 (local rate) or 01373 823451

www.aslanchristianbooks.com

Independent Shops - Magazines - Online

RRP £11.99
ASLAN PRICE
£9.99

REF 4544

RRP £7.99
ASLAN PRICE
£6.99

REF 4579

RRP £7.99
ASLAN PRICE
£6.99

REF 4575

RRP £12.99
ASLAN PRICE
£9.99

REF 4574

RRP £14.99
ASLAN PRICE
£9.99

REF 4545

RRP £3.99
ASLAN PRICE
£3.49

REF 4580

Keep in touch with all that’s new and 
exciting in the Christian book world!

Aslan Christian Books offer a friendly independent  
service with a wide selection of:  
Books ▪ Resources ▪ Music ▪ DVDs ▪ Gifts ▪ Bibles 
New titles added daily, and prices are always competitive!

Be a part of a community that believes:  
Books Change Lives!

RRP £9.99
ASLAN PRICE
£7.99

REF 4912

RRP £6.99
ASLAN PRICE
£5.99

REF 4882

Call us on 08453 679 676 to  
receive our free magazine!

RRP £16.99
ASLAN PRICE
£14.99
REF 4923

RRP £8.99
ASLAN PRICE
£7.99

REF 4465

RRP £7.99
ASLAN PRICE
£6.99

REF 4914

RRP £39.99
ASLAN PRICE
£25.99
REF 4351

Check out our blog for the  
latest reviews, bestsellers lists,  

and author interviews!

Christ Church Cathedral has a loyal band of Welcomers who are the first point 
of contact for the many visitors to our beautiful building. They provide a smiling 

face and help to set our visitors’ experience in the right spirit.

We are looking for new people to join our team and would be delighted if you 
could offer a few hours or more of your time to this vital and much-valued 

ministry. The Welcomers’ day is divided into three sessions: 
10am to 12 noon; 12 noon to 2pm; and 2pm to 4pm. 

Many of our volunteers are groups of friends who offer a session or 
two on a set day each month, taking the opportunity to enjoy a day in Oxford 

in their spare time. Others come as individuals for a particular slot on a 
particular day in the month.

 ‘…welcoming visitors to the peace and beauty of our Cathedral…’

Would you like to be a Welcomer
at Christ Church Cathedral?

If you would like to give Welcoming a try, please contact the Head of the Welcomers, 
Mrs Carol Ayton,  Tel: 01844 278679 or email: theaytons@me.com

‘Welcoming visitors to the Cathedral
is a privilege. I always look forward to

meeting those from all over the world who
enjoy being in such a peaceful and beautiful

building and enjoy the company of the
friends I have made among my colleagues.’

Elia Brown
Christ Church Cathedral Welcomer
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Around the Deaneries - Vale of White Horse

AN encourag-
ing mixture 
of mission 
is going on 

in the Vale of White 
Horse Deanery in South 
Oxfordshire. Messy 
Churches, a youth club, 
and even a new notice 
board (which may sound insubstantial 
but is a vital communication tool even in 
the digital age) were among the projects 
funded by grants made available by the 

Deanery Synod. The funds came from a 
£2,000 pot from the Bishop of Dorchester, 
the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, when the Vale 
of White Horse became one of four 
deaneries to join the new Dorchester  
Archdeaconry earlier this year.
   The Revd Charles Draper, who has been 
Area Dean of the Vale for nearly two 
years and Vicar of Faringdon for 12, was 
delighted with the grant applications that 
were made. Each benefice could apply for 
up to £250. 
   Uffington used the cash for a Messy 
Church, Cherbury and Gainfield for a 
youth club, Longworth for a Café Church 
and Charney Bassett for a notice board. 
All of those benefices are currently in 
vacancy. The rest of the grants were 
awarded to Shrivenham and Watchfield 
for Café Inspire; All Saints, Faringdon, 
for refrigeration equipment; Ashbury for 
Messy Church and Stanford-in-the-Vale for 
Oasis and Parent Talk. 
   Charles says: “It does feel like we are 
quite stretched with vacancies and we are 
looking forward to new blood coming in. 
What has been nice for us in the deanery 
has been reading all of the applications and 
realising that all of this mission is going 
on, even where parishes are in vacancy.”
   The big story for Faringdon itself is the 
opening of the Barber Rooms, a super 
modern extension to the ancient church 
consisting of two new rooms, with a 
dividing wall that can be removed to create 
one larger space, and a kitchen.
   Previously the church used smaller 
downstairs and an upstairs room, which 
were not ideal for larger events. They had 

at first considered creating 
larger spaces within the 
existing church, without 
wrecking the 13th Century 
building. 
   “We had received a legacy for 
£400,000,” says Charles. “The 
PCC did not know about the 
legacy and were discussing the 
needs of the children’s work 
and how that was really taking 
off.”
   He later showed me around 
the church, including the 
slightly cramped downstairs 
room and an upstairs room 
that had no disabled access. 
Another option was to use 
a building over the road, 
but traffic meant that was 
potentially dangerous, 
especially for children’s groups. 
   “The PCC came to the 
decision we should build 
outside and at that point I said 
we had received this legacy,” said Charles, 
whose PCC was pleased they had not 
known about the funds before deciding on 
the location of the Barber Rooms. 
   The rooms were opened earlier this year, 
after fundraising for another £300,000 
and collaborative work with the Diocese, 
English Heritage and the District Council. 
The final part of the whole scheme has 
been fundraising for a new path up to 
the church. Workmen were busy laying 
paving slabs when I visited and the path 
was officially opened in a ceremony on 2 
November.  

A glass door to the Barber Rooms was paid 
for with the funeral collection for Alice 
Hignett, a much-loved church warden who 
died this year. The idea was to reflect the 
way Alice welcomed people into church. 

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: Charles Draper 
Lay Chair: Jeremy Twynam 
Clergy: 5 
Churches: 27 
Benefices: 6 The opening of the Barber Rooms. 

Photo: Faringdon Photography

Youth club and café a huge success

A YOUTH Club and Church Café are 
going from strength to strength in 
Longworth.
   The Church Café provides a family-
friendly and welcoming environment for 
everyone in the village. Since it opened 
in February it has provided a place 
where the local community can meet on 
Sunday morning. The response has been 
extremely encouraging as families have 
flocked to enjoy the event. 
   Children, accompanied by their parents, 
take part in activities on a Christian 
theme, whilst others have a coffee and 
bacon roll. It has also been a way of 
allowing people to use their gifts e.g. 

welcoming, catering and working with 
children. All in all it has been a fulfilling 
and enjoyable experience for all those 
involved. 
   Meanwhile a Youth Club that started 
four years ago caters for youngsters aged 
from 10 upwards and is led by one of the 
parents who enlists help from others. 
Each time up to 20 young people attend.    
They provide a varied programme of 
activities -  crafts, quizzes, films and short 
talks as well as organising trips for roller-
blading, ice skating, and swimming. They 
have also done car washing to raise funds 
for the African Children’s Fund charity.

 Youngsters enjoy an evening at the Hardwick Watersports Centre.  Photo: Barry Shepherd 

PARENTS are getting 
the chance to relax and 
unwind after dropping 
their children off at 
school thanks to an 
initiative in Stanford-
in-the-Vale. 
   Vicar, the Revd Paul 
Eddy, was inspired 
to set up Oasis and 
Parent Talk by his 
wife, who pointed out 
that after spending a 
weekend with their 
four children, then 
doing the school run 
on a Monday morning, 
the chance to socialise with other parents 
would be welcome.
   So from January Oasis has provided 
a space for parents and carers to meet, 
have coffee, bacon butties and a chat. “We 
advertised it through our CofE primary 
school and 12 mums came along.  We have 
a number of women who do part-time 
jobs, one is a part time GP and one is a 
child minder,” says Paul. “They are mums 
who might never come to the church for a 
service and it is run by four women from 
the church who see it as their ministry.
   “As a result we have helped in all sorts 
of practical ways in family situations and 
from that have felt it was right to support 
families in parenting.” The church is 
now planning to run parenting classes 
especially giving dads the chance to join in. 
    “When I arrived I asked the question 

of how I can reach out to families and 
support them. There are 200 children in 
the primary school and we have helped 
families with all sorts of problems. 
We have helped mums with hospital 
appointments,” said Paul. “We have a 
couple who are on the Christians Against 
Poverty course to train to give debt advice 
and support. The contacts we have made 
has allowed us to help our community with 
health problems, marriage problems and 
all sorts of other issues.     
   “It’s also allowed people who may 
not regularly attend church to think 
about getting their children baptised, or 
holding a thanksgiving service for their 
youngsters. Some parents can’t make the 
commitment of weekly church attendance 
so they don’t want to make the Baptism 
vows but they are delighted to have a 
thanksgiving service,” says Paul. 

Giving parents the chance to talk
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ON the edge or at the centre? 
That’s the question that will 
be raised by a conference 
this month bringing together 
chaplains from hospitals, 
prisons, schools and colleges 
and town centres.

Organised by the Ven. Martin 
Gorick, the Archdeacon of 
Oxford, the event will see 
the former Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Lord Williams of Oystermouth 
(better known as Dr Rowan Williams, 
pictured right) as the keynote speaker. 
   Martin, whose role includes a special 
responsibility for chaplaincy work, says: 
“The senior staff really value the work of 
our chaplains. Their ministry is front line 
in the same way that parish priest ministry 
is front line. Chaplaincy reaches areas 
traditional parish ministry can’t reach.”
   And it is a role that hits a key demographic 
for the Church of England. “Chaplains are 
working with a higher proportion of young 
people than you would find in a parish 
church. On the census the groups coming 
out as less religious are students, and people 
in their 20s and 30s. These are people in 
the Forces, in universities and schools and, 
unfortunately, in our prisons. 
   “I have spent a day with a chaplain in 
a prison and a day with the Coldstream 
Guards in Windsor as they were just about 
to go off on a tour of duty in Afghanistan. 
I’ve had a day meeting the chaplaincy team 
at the John Radcliffe and Churchill hospitals 
in Oxford, and serve on the chaplaincy 
council at Oxford Brookes University,” says 
Martin, who has also visited chaplains at 
Wellington and Eton Colleges. We have 
around a hundred chaplains working 
in the diocese, full and part time, some 
self-supporting. “With only around a day 
a month to give to this work I can’t spend 
days with them all, but a conference seemed 

an ideal way to gather this 
key group together.” 
   The theme of   “On the 
Edge or at the Centre” 
arose after conversations 
with chaplains. “They feel 
they are on the edge of the 
Church because they will be 
the only Anglican minister 
in a specific place. They can 
feel on the edge of their 
secular institution too but 
at the same time they are at 
the centre of the Church’s 
mission to often unchurched 
young people and young 
adults.” Are they on the edge 
or at the centre? “I would say 
they are both at the same 
time,” says Martin, who was 
previously a chaplain for the 
Royal Shakespeare Company. 
   He likened the role of a 
chaplain to that of the fool 
in Shakespeare’s plays. 
“The fool is the person 
closest to the king or queen. 
They are at the centre of 
an institution yet on the 
edge at the same time. One 
role is to cheer people up, 
making people feel better 
about themselves. They also 
help the leaders to ask key 
questions of themselves.”   
Perhaps a chaplain has that 
role?  “You can definitely see 
that in the lives of some chaplains. There is 
a role in ‘speaking the truth to power’ and 
a chaplain can have that gently subversive 
role. It’s a very important part to play.”
   Martin was delighted that Rowan Williams 
had agreed to speak. “He’s a great speaker 
and it’s a tremendous affirmation to our 
chaplains that he is prepared to come 
and give up time to meet with them and 
share his thoughts and reflections. He 

will celebrate Communion at the end of 
the day and also meet young people at the 
college.  I’m very much looking forward to 
his keynote speech. As Archbishop he was 
‘Chaplain to the Nation’ in a way and I know 
he will have interesting things to share.”
 
The conference takes place on  
10 December at Wellington College. 
Go to www.eventsforce.net/
chaplainsconference2014 to book. 
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Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers) and 
applications are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

SEXEY’S HOSPITAL
1638

The High Street, Bruton, Somerset, BA10 0AS

The charity is a 17th century Grade One list-
ed alms house providing single, and double 
fl ats, for independent sheltered living, and 

overseen by the Master and Matron.

We currently have 
4 vacant single fl ats 
for a modest rent, 

subsidised by the charity, which includes 
heating, lighting and council tax.

Applicants must be retired and over 60 years 
and in reasonable health since the alms 
house does not provide nursing care. 

For further information regarding qualifi cation 
for admission please contact The Master by 
letter, or by telephone: 01749 813 369 or by 

email: magisterbruton@aol.com
Charity Registration No: 1130351

 

Tel: 01494 678811 
Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2JJ 
www.universal-care.co.uk 

Stay in the home you love  
 

•  Flexible & tailored care around the clock 
•  Care and housekeeping in your own home

the way you like it 
•  Peace of mind for yourself or a loved-one 
•  Established 27 years 
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Call now for helpful advice

by Mark Laynesmith

Once a week in the University Chaplaincy 
we invite students and staff to learn how 
to make bread. It’s been a passion of mine 
for several years (that, and making beer).
   At first, it was simply a way to encourage 
people to step into our building. We talked 
about it being a time for students to learn 
a new skill. We also thought it was a good 
excuse for staff to take a proper lunch 
break. (The average lunch hour in the UK 
now lasts only 29 minutes). But soon I 
became aware of deeper reasons.
   The ecologist in me likes it because 
bread-making puts people back in touch 
with real food. Our bread contains four 
ingredients (flour, water, salt, yeast). 
Shop-bought bread will have over a dozen, 
some as many as 20.  The Marxist in me 
likes to put people back in touch with their 
creative powers. And finally the Priest in 
me likes it when they see the result.
   They leave their dough with me to rise 
and I bake it. So when they nervously 
come back several hours later to a building 
filled with the smell of fresh bread, there’s 
always a moment of surprise. It usually 
goes like this: “Wow, is that mine?!”
“Yep: you made that”
“That looks amazing!”  “Tastes good, too”.

   It’s a moment of wonder - people’s faces 
are transformed with pride, surprise, and 
delight. So here’s the final reason I like 
bread-making. As creators those students 
and staff suddenly become so alive with joy 
looking at what they’ve made.
   And it occurs to me if we feel that way 
about bread, how much more proud, 

delighted, and enraptured must our 
Creator be when looking at us fragile, 
beautiful creatures? 
 

The Revd Mark Laynesmith is a Chaplain 
at the University of Reading. 

Why I bake bread: A University Chaplain’s view



Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11
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By Alison Finch

Those of you who have already met 
me will know how passionate I am 
about the work of chaplains in the 
workplace.  I’m passionate because 

the church goes to where people are, going 
out to their places of work, not waiting 
in a church on a Sunday morning for new 
people to come through the doors. After 
all, wasn’t Jesus one of the first workplace 
Chaplains, going out to fishermen, tax 
collectors, farmers and women going about 
their daily chores?
   As I come to my first year of being a 
Workplace Chaplain in High Wycombe, I 
hope that I’ve helped give it a new lease of 
life.  We now have a new name ‘Wycombe 
Workplace Chaplaincy’, an updated logo, 
and a strategy so that people in workplaces 
and in the town, can see the chaplaincy as a 
trained and proficient organisation. This 
 

hopefully will enable us to achieve a higher 
profile in the town.
   We now have new leaflets, cards and IDs 
and we had a re-launch in September in the 
town’s library.  I believe the way forward is 
to have dedicated chaplains. In other words 
to have a chaplain responsible for one or 
two stores, where they will be recognised 
and trust will grow.
   We are just about to begin training more 
chaplains. As I look back on my first year, 
it’s a role that I see as a privilege.  Most 
of the work is about ‘being’ rather than 
‘doing’.  It’s about building relationships 
and trust.  It’s about being proactive, and 
being there for people who don’t know 
‘Church’ or ‘Christianity’, but most of all it 
is about sharing God’s love with everyone. 
It’s my work and it’s my role and I love it!
The Revd Alison Finch is the leader of  
the Wycombe Workplace Chaplains. 

‘I love workplace chaplaincy’

By Graham Sykes

A Bishop’s Chaplain is in a unique 
position in that it is very much 
focused around supporting one 
person in their mission and 

ministry. I have often joked that to be a 
bishop’s chaplain means that you have 
to have the skills of being a human coat 
hanger and book stand, bag carrier, bishop’s 
memory, shadow and general factotum.
   The job is of course much more 
complicated than that involving support for 
the clergy, an interface with the Registry 
over legal issues, dealing sensitively with 
people in distressing situations sometimes 
where the Church has hurt them. One of 
my roles is to be a prayerful sounding board 
because like every minister the Bishop 
needs confidential support.  
   I would encourage all Christians to pray 

for all ministers including clergy, LLMs and 
bishops. 
   What gets me out of bed in a morning is 
the knowledge that if I do my job well the 
Bishop is liberated to do the things that he 
is particularly gifted in, meaning that he 
can play to his strengths and the bishop’s 
chaplain’s work strengthens his weaknesses. 
In my year of service so far I particularly 
enjoyed the planning of worship at the 
clergy conference, the planning of logistics 
of the Thames Pilgrimage, planning the 
worship for the Grand Day Out and for the 
Bishop’s farewell service. 
   During the vacancy my role is to support 
Bishop Colin and Archdeacon Martin in 
maintaining all the functions of the Office 
of the Bishop of Oxford. 
The Revd Graham Sykes is Chaplain to 
the Bishop of Oxford. 

A Bishop’s Chaplain: ‘A unique position’

By Margaret Whipp

“So how 
long 
have 
you 

been doing this 
job?” It’s a frequent 
question from 
patients curious to 
know why anyone 
would choose to 
work in a cancer 
hospital, let alone 
become its chaplain. “I’ve been involved 
in this kind of work for quite a long time.” 
That’s the short answer, which usually 
serves to reassure people that I am no 
stranger to the depth of human tragedy 
unfolding around us.
   But there is a longer answer which reveals 
the story of a strangely circular vocation. 
Twenty five years ago I was working as a 
consultant in a cancer hospital. Medicine 
was my first vocation. And when it came to 
choosing a speciality which would stretch 
and develop me professionally, I opted for 
oncology. And that was where I found more 
than I had bargained for: because it was 
through listening to patients with cancer 
that I heard a call to ordination.

   Walking alongside 
people on the 
cancer journey 
is a profoundly 
spiritual pilgrimage. 
Facing fear and 
uncertainty with 
patience and 
gratitude, with 
humanity and 
wisdom, and very 
often with self-
deprecating humour 
that dismisses any 
talk of unusual 
courage as foolish 
flannel! What I 
learned from these 
suffering souls 
blew my horizons 
of faith and hope 
and love beyond 
imagining. It was a 
deeply converting experience in a place of 
raw human affliction, where day after day 
the good news of death-and-resurrection 
living took painful, and very personal shape.
   So 25 years on, after time serving 
in parish ministry, in university and 
theological college work, I find myself back 

at the bedside. It’s a place of immense 
privilege for me. And for my patients, I 
pray that the presence of a caring and 
contemplative companion may make it a 
place of extraordinary spiritual richness and 
healing.
The Revd Dr Margaret Whipp is a 
Chaplain at Oxford’s Churchill Hospital. 

Walking alongside cancer patients

NATIONAL FRUIT 
TREE SPECIALISTS

Over 300 Apple varieties alone plus Cherry, Plum, 
Pear, Peach, Nuts etc. Also a huge selection of Soft 
Fruit plants as well as Grape Vines, Kiwis, Hops, Figs 
and so much more!

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 

01983 840750 (24hrs) Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk or visit our website

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

20% OFF ORDERS OVER £50 
WITH CODE XMAS10 - OFFER ENDS 31/12/14

Personal Tax Return Service 
for Ministers of Religion, the Self 
Employed, Individuals with Letting 
Income and Individuals with Multiple 
Incomes

Payroll and Bookkeeping also available

Angela Kendall FCCA ATT 
01380 730982
angela@kendallsreturns.co.uk

hand made in West Dorset
~ treasured across the country ~

Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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Advertisement Feature

Our photo shows a child being treated at Al Ahli 
Hospital, in Gaza, during the 50-day conflict between 
Israel and Palestine. More than 1,300 civilians were 
killed and nearly 11,000 homes destroyed. The war 
may be over but the need is still great. Your donations 
will fund medical supplies, food parcels and more.

Wholly innocent  
in the Holy Land
Christmas appeal for Gaza 2014

Please give today. 
Call 020 7921 2200 
or visit www.weareUs.org.uk/gaza

Registered charity number 234518
Us. The new name for USPG

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will 
be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Isa 9:6-7 (ESV)
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Meet our new Licensed Lay Ministers

The Door introduces the 11 
new Lay Ministers who were 
licensed in a service in Oxford’s 
Cathedral at Christ Church 
recently. 

Helen Broadbent
Helen has lived and worshipped in Slough 
for over thirty years. She works part-
time as an Optometrist and loves the 
interaction with people that this brings. 
She has been involved in a variety of 
ways at St Paul’s Slough, from teaching 
in Sunday School to catering for various 
church events. She particularly enjoys 
leading and taking part in small group 
Bible studies, and is excited about sharing 
the truths of the Bible for 21st century 
living.  Helen is married and has three 
daughters and two grandsons.

Sara Bedwell
Sara is licensed to serve at St Andrew’s, 
Linton Road, Oxford. She says  “Some 
years ago I started serving in the ministry 
to the elderly in our congregation. To 
become better equipped I started  formal 
Bible study. Serving as a Licensed Lay 
Minister has been a natural progression. 
I have been practising as a solicitor for 35 
years.” Sara has three adult children.

Judith Hogg 
Judith, who is licensed to serve in Goring 
and Streatley with South Stoke says, 
“Whilst at university I came to a living 
faith in Jesus, and ever since I have 
been actively involved in church with 
my husband. For over 40 years we were 
at Greyfriars, Reading.  After retiring 
from teaching maths I studied theology 
as a hobby at both Wycliffe Hall and 
Heythrop College, but during this time 
God challenged me to join my local village 
church and use my teaching skills as an 
LLM.”

Peter Ibison 
Peter says: “I was born in Southport and 
grew up in the North West of England 
before moving to London in 1986 to work 
in the telecommunications industry. 

Both my wife Margaret and I have been 
worshipping at St Leonard’s in Chesham 
Bois for the past 17 years and have been 
training to be licensed as LLMs, building 
on our theological education through the 
Open Theological College. I am excited 
about what God is doing in and through 
the Church today and feel privileged to 
serve as an LLM.” 

Mary Lee 
Mary, of Holy Trinity Penn, is a practising 
solicitor, and has been involved in her 
parish (now a United Benefice with St 
Margaret’s Tylers Green) for many years in 
various roles including PCC membership 
and as a Deanery Representative.  Married 

with two grown-up daughters she has 
found the LLM training inspiring and 
challenging and is looking forward to her 
new role as an LLM.  

Penny Crane 
Penny says: “Although I first started 
worshipping at the United Reformed 
Church in Maidenhead, I have worshipped 
at St George’s, Owlsmoor and College 
Town, since 1988, where I started my 
ministry by running the toddler group.  
Having preached since 2007, I have found 
such inspiration in spreading the good 
news of Jesus, that I want other people to 
be able to share in all that God has given 
us.”

Annie Cooper
Annie has long been part of the Church, 
as  a Sunday school teacher, youth leader, 
churchwarden and lay chair, but began to 
get involved in leading worship about 15 
years ago alongside a friend in training to 
be an LLM. Annie is a wife, mother and 
grandmother and had a career which took 
her to stately homes and to prison! Having 
now retired she has thoroughly enjoyed 
the training made available to all of us 
in this diocese and is looking forward to 
continuing to serve in the Cottesloe Team.

Oludolapo Ogunbawo 
Dolapo was born and raised in Nigeria, 
relocated to Berkshire in 2004 when 
she joined Holy Trinity Sunningdale. “I 
served on various ministry teams before 
starting LLM training in the spring of 
2011. A teacher by profession, retired 
from the Institute of Education, London I 
am currently working as an independent 
consultant in education,” says Dolapo. 

John Hardcastle
John is widowed, with three children and 
two grandchildren. He plans to marry 
Pat in December. He has been engaged 
in various forms of Christian service for 
over 40 years and has recently completed 
training for ministry at Wycliffe Hall, 
Oxford. John used to work in the finance 
department at Diocesan Church House. 
Michael Francescon
Michael is from the Sunninghill and South 
Ascot Parish. He is a civil engineer.  He 
found LLM training very rewarding but 
quite a challenge on top of full time work 
commitments.   He valued the support and 
encouragement of his wife, the vicar and 
all in the church during training and looks 
forward to serving in his new role.

Terry Ward-Hall 
Terry says: “After 11 years as an authorised 
preacher being licensed in the Cathedral 
with my incumbent, family, friends and 
church family supporters present was a 
wonderful way to celebrate the conclusion 
of my training period and to mark the 
start of this new phase in my ministry at 
Holy Trinity Sunningdale.

Back, from left: Penny Crane, Judith Hogg, Mary Lee, John Hardcastle, the Revd Dr Phillip Tovey, Michael Francescon. Middle:  Bishop Colin,  
Sara Bedwell, Helen Broadbent, Pete Ibison. Bottom: Annie Cooper, Oludolapo Ogunbawo and Terry Ward-Hall.  Photo: Jo Duckles. 

The new LLMs hold up their Bibles during their licensing 
service in Christ Church Cathedral. Photo Jo Duckles. 

Could you be called to be a Licensed 
Lay Minister or any of the other 
ways you can serve in the Church of 
England?  If so, speak to your vicar, 
who can put you in touch with one of 
our vocations advisers. 
   For a host of information on 
vocations go to www.oxford.
anglican.org/vocations

Are you called?
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A GREAT GIFT FOR 

Christmas 

‘POWERFUL
EMOTIONAL 
CAPTIVATING’
★ ★ ★ ★ ★
51 fi ve star reviews on amazon.co.uk

Paperback and Kindle available on Amazon only

GIFTS TO OPEN
AGAIN AND AGAIN!

Why not treat a friend or relative to a Christmas present
that will last a whole year? You can choose from the

following Hymns Ancient & Modern titles…

CALL 01603 785911 TODAY
with your payment details and we’ll do the rest.

Offer ends 31 December 2014, and subscriptions start with the first issue in 2015.
This offer is open to new UK subscribers only.

ONLY
£75 FOR

52 ISSUES  
SAVE £26!   

Ref CT14XM  

ONLY
£30 FOR

10 ISSUES  
SAVE £19.50!   

Ref TW14XM  

ONLY
£10 FOR
3 ISSUES  
SAVE £5!   
Ref MAG14X  

Xmas Ad 2014 170 x 261 v1.indd   1 08/10/2014   14:59

Us. The new name for USPG. 
Supporting the world church in mission since 1701.

This Christmas, give the gift of prayer. 
Buy one of our alternative Life-giving gifts  
and support the work of the world church.

LGG09

To order this and other Life-giving  
gifts, call 020 7921 2200 or visit 
www.weareUs.org.uk/gifts

Your donation of £25 will help fund the publication of prayer 
and bible study resources for Christians worldwide.

When you make your donation, you will receive a gift 
card for you to personalise and a copy of We are Us: Praying 
with the world church – either to keep for yourself or to 
give away. This small hardback book contains 96 pages of 
prayers and images to inspire prayer for God’s world. 

Give the gift of prayer £25 

the Door, December 2014, page 12



Advertisement Feature

COMPASSION UK CHRISTIAN CHILD DEVELOPMENT   
43 High Street, Weybridge, Surrey KT13 8BB  Registered Charity 
No. 1077216   Registered in England No. 3719092

COM100762 

01932 836490

Could you do the same? 
There’s a child like Paola 
waiting for you to  
sponsor them. 

SponSor a child today
www.compassionuk.org

To look at her you wouldn’t know 
that Paola used to go to bed hungry, 
afraid of what tomorrow would bring.

EviE Johnson, from bristol,     
told paola “I’m here for you”
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NEW COURSESINTRODUCTION TO PREACHING      LEADING INTERCESSIONSINTRODUCTION TO COMMUNION BY EXTENSION MINISTRY WITH OLDER PEOPLE     INTRODUCTION TO THE BIBLE  FUNERAL MINISTRY   
EUCHARIST           

    

www.oxford.anglican.org/our-faith/lifelong-learning

            Courses January - March 2015

If you, or someone you know 
would like more information about  

Gilead or would like to make an 
application, please contact:  

Laura Alm  
Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 

Offering a residential rehabilitation programme, called KEY, 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such as drug 
or alcohol abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating disorders, 
self harm, and other  
addictive behaviours. 

Based on a 300 acre  
dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 
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‘Business as 
usual’
by Colin Fletcher

I am writing this with the 
emotions, the memories, 
and the adrenalin of 
saying ‘farewell’ to John 

and Wendy very much at 
the forefront of my mind, 
so I must begin by saying a 
big ‘thank you’ to those who 
made that six week period so 
memorable. 
   Beginning with ‘The Grand Day Out’ and concluding 
with that wonderful service in the Cathedral, everything 
came together beautifully so may I offer my thanks both 
to those who did the hard work up front and behind the 
scenes, to those who contributed to the various presents, 
and, above all else, to those who were able to come along 
and make them the events that they were.

“The spirit of God is alive and 
active and not bound by our human 
timescales.”

   Inevitably there will be a sense of anti-climax for a bit 
but the process for finding our next Bishop of Oxford 
is already under way and the choice of the preferred 
candidate should be made in mid-May next year.  By the 
time the name has gone to No. 10 and Buckingham Palace, 
and the inevitable fresh DBS check has been made, a few 
more weeks will have passed so the formal announcement 
may well come quite a bit later in the summer or early in 
the autumn.  In other words we will probably have to wait 
until this time next year to welcome our new bishop.
   Which obviously raises the question about what happens 
between now and then.

“...for the next few months it will be 
‘enhanced business as usual’...”

   On the one hand it would be very foolish to try to put 
everything on hold.  The Spirit of God is alive and active 
and is not bound by our human timescales.  From all the 
conversations and informal surveys we have done over 
the past few months it is clear that there is a lot of energy 
around to continue to explore the themes of Living Faith 
and, as Bishops and Archdeacons, we shall be encouraging 
parishes, benefices and deaneries to do just that in their 
Mission Action Planning.  But, equally (and this may come 
as a relief to some) now is not a time for a string of new 
initiatives. No doubt our new bishop, when they have 
settled in, will come up with some new emphases and 
directions, and we will need to build in the space and the 
resources to enable them to do that.
   So, for the next few months, it will be ‘enhanced business 
as usual’ and I look forward to supporting you in that.
   The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is the Acting Bishop of 
Oxford. 

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters 
at the Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters 
sent electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words.

‘Bowled over by generosity’ 

Wendy and I were bowled over by the generosity 
of so many churches and individuals who 
contributed to our gift at the leaving service at 
the end of October. Thank you so much. Not 
only is that gift hugely valuable in itself, it also 
symbolises the relationships we’ve enjoyed so 
much over these seven years. These relationships 
are what makes the Church such a joy to be part 
of. 
   The final service in the cathedral was deeply 
moving for us, full of warmth and of the presence 
of God. It was one of those memorable occasions 
when heaven and earth overlap and you 
remember why you’re a Christian. I left deeply 
grateful for the opportunity to have been Bishop 
of Oxford.
   We are humbled by your generosity and assure 
you of our love and prayers as we move on to 
see what God has in store for the next phase of 
life. Someone said, ‘A Christian is always at the 
beginning of life’. May it be so for us all. 

   As ever in Christ - Bishop John and Wendy
 

Why the need for Healing Masses?
I have noticed that several churches in Buckinghamshire 
have started so-called Healing Masses or Eucharists with 
Anointing. Is this another fad from across the pond ? As 
far as I can see neither CW nor any of the Prayer Books 
of the Anglican Communion really provide for this. 
The Sacrament of Anointing  is normally outside the 
Eucharist whether it be done privately or corporately. The 
worrying thing is that people all seem to troop to receive 
anointing. What for ?
    It seems to me that this new practice detracts from 
sound Eucharistic teaching. The Eucharist is the 
sacrament of Healing par excellence. In the Eucharist 
we are offered  union with the Christ who continues to 
visit and heal the sick and troubled. And that healing will 
often not be a physical one, or indeed, a sudden one. It is 
more likely to be a gradual one. The practice I refer to has 

some interesting refinements.  In some churches it takes 
place in the context of The Intercessions while in others 
it occurs immediately after Holy Communion. 
   The latter practice strikes me as particularly  bizarre. 
What is the point of going forward for healing minutes 
after receiving Christ himself in communion? Healing 
occurs at the altar rail. There is no need of another 
healing. I asked one woman why she went to be anointed 
and she replied that “It makes me feel good”. Oh dear, 
since when is liturgy there to make us feel good? Another 
refinement involves the celebrant inviting perfectly 
“whole” people to come forward and be anointed on 
behalf of another (presumably a real sick person). So now 
it’s grace by proxy. Perhaps it’s time I started making my 
confession on behalf of my Granny.

The Revd Bruce Bridgewood, High Wycombe. 

Bishop John and Wendy receive one of their gifts during the farewell 
service. Photo: KT Bruce. 

Obituary: The Rt Revd John Bone
TRIBUTES have been paid to the Rt Revd John Bone, the 
former Bishop of Reading, who died in the summer.  
   Bishop John Bone was 83. He was Bishop of Reading 
from 1989-1996 before his retirement. He had also been 
Archdeacon of Buckingham. He and his wife Ruth had 
recently celebrated their 60th anniversary. 
   The Rt Revd John Pritchard said: “John Bone was a 
much loved elder statesman in the Diocese of Oxford.      
Canon Brian Shenton, the retired Rector of St Mary’s, 
Reading, said: “In his introduction to the ‘Spiritual Let-
ters of Edward King, D.D. Late Lord Bishop of Lincoln’ 
Canon B. W. Randolph who edited the book wrote the 
following of Bishop King. It is my considered opinion that 
they describe Bishop John Bone also! ‘Simplicity, tender-
ness, sympathy and love - combined with deep spiritual 
insight - these are the notes which seem to dominate his 
life, while ever and anon there are flashes of that quiet 
humour and playfulness which those who knew the 
Bishop will recognise as one of the most delightful and 
never-failing traits of his beautiful, inspiring, and uplift-
ing character’.” 
   The Revd Gethin Abraham-Williams is a Baptist min-
ister who was appointed by a panel of five ministers, in-
cluding Bishop John Bone, during the period in the early 

1980s when the Christian presence was being mapped 
out in the then new city. Gethin said: “The Ecumenical 
shape of Milton Keynes was down to John’s planning. 
The key point came when the decision was made to 
change the parish systems which allowed the creation of 
ecumenical ministerial teams. He was just a delightful 
man to work with but a man of firm convictions.”  
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THE Captain who led the 
CofE cricket team to victory 
in a recent final against the 
Vatican tells Jo Duckles of 
his journey from a Brethren 
family upbringing to becoming 
Chaplain of Bradfield College in 
rural Berkshire. 

“My sister and I were 
brought up in a strict 
tradition with two 
services on Sunday 

mornings and a Crusader class in the 
afternoon,” says the Revd Steve Gray. 
Steve’s dad was a dentist and he describes 
his childhood as a comfortable existence. 
He was sent to a school similar to the 
independent Bradfield College where he 
developed a passion for sport.
   “Cricket was my passion but I was most 
gifted at hockey, I’ve played in the national 
league, and I was really into running half 
marathons and marathons,” says Steve, 
whose mountain bike catches my eye as 
we walk into the hallway of the building 
that houses his comfortable study.  He 
remembers growing up in Eastbourne,  
Sussex and finding the scenery spiritually 
inspiring. “I would run on the South 
Downs and over the Seven Sisters 
regularly, alongside the sea and the sky,” 
he says. 

“I was baptised at 14 and 
the Crusader classes had 
a very strong influence.”

   While the Crusaders helped develop 
Steve’s faith, he left the Brethren in his 
mid-teens to worship at a Baptist Church 
where he was heavily influenced by the 
Revd Jonathan Woodhouse who is now 
Chaplain General to the Army. “I was 
looking for role models. I was baptised at 
14 and the Crusader classes had a very 
strong influence. My best friend’s brother 
died in a rugby accident and I was fearful 
of what was on the other side of death.”

    Steve at first wanted to be a PE teacher 
but was put off after a year and Jonathan 
encouraged him to think about theological 
college. Already considering ordination he 
did a year of Biblical Studies at Capernwray 
Hall in Lancashire, where he grew in 
confidence learning scripture and doing 
practical work in schools and prisons. 
On leaving he went on to do a degree at 
Spurgeons College (the Baptist theological 
college) but when he enquired about 
ordination he was advised to get more 
life experience. Inspired by an article in 
the Tear Times, he volunteered with the 
African Evangelical Fellowship. 
   He found himself in Durban, working 
in Indian townships. This was invaluable 
experience in 1989 to 1990 when FW 
de Klerk was dismantling Apartheid and 
Nelson Mandela was released from prison. 
Steve took up a PGCE place in Religious 
Studies at Cambridge University before 
spending a year teaching at Borden 
Grammar School in Kent. That was the 
beginning of his Anglican connections, 
as he married Fiona in 1992 and the 
couple got involved in Holy Trinity, 
Sittingbourne. Again Steve began thinking 

about ordination and was confirmed. 
   His sporting life was flourishing, as he 
was playing both hockey and cricket to a 
high standard and he moved on to become 
the lay chaplain of Wycliffe College in 
Stroud, following a Lay Readers course. It 
was on his second selection conference, in 
1997 that Steve was accepted for training 
and was ordained in 2000 in Gloucester 
Cathedral. After a four year curacy at 
Christ Church, Cheltenham, Steve went 
back to see Jonathan Woodhouse, to 
enquire about becoming a Padre in the 
Royal Marines.
   After training he was told there was a 
shortage of Navy Padres and was sent 
to sea, with no prospect of joining the 
Marines.  Disappointed, he withdrew 
from the forces and, not sure what to do 
next, he worked in a tea shop,  carried out 
weddings and funerals for the Gloucester 
Diocese and even swept leaves from the 
drives of former parishioners to earn a 
living.  “It was eye opening. Even the tea 
shop showed me what it was to serve while 
having little. God really honoured that and 
it taught me so much. Obviously it was an 
up and down period,” he says. 

   Eventually Steve took a role as Chaplain 
at Sherborne School in Dorset. There he 
combined his school role with helping out 
in parish churches. He ran the original 
marathon from Marathon (the town in 
Greece) to Athens with three students, 
raising £15,000 for a Rwandan friend’s 
orphanage. After Sherborne Steve 
served as Rector of Graffham combined 
with a part-time Chaplaincy at Seaford 
College until September 2013 when he 
was contacted by Bradfield head teacher, 
Simon Henderson, who had worked with 
him in Sherborne. Now he combines 
teaching GCSE RE and history with 
coaching football, hockey and cricket 
alongside his chaplaincy duties. He runs 
services, including confirmation classes 
for students and has set up an alternative  
style Compline on Wednesdays, which is 
contemplative and candlelit.   “It’s great 
because it’s a weekly day boarding school 
so on Sundays I help the priest in charge of 
the benefice,” says Steve. 

“I have learnt more from 
cricket than from the 
more individual sports.”

   And of course he remains passionate 
about sport, finishing his fourth triathlon 
this year. His enthusiasm for cricket is 
infectious. “I have learnt more from cricket 
than from the more individual sports. 
It’s a lot of fun and I’ve developed a lot of 
friendships through it. You never know 
what will happen from one wicket to the 
other.” He says it was an honour to captain 
the CofE side against the Vatican. “We 
had Evensong at Canterbury Cathedral  
then the faith forum. It was lovely. Both 
sides wanted to win but it was a fair and 
even game. We won with five balls to 
spare and the Vatican team was made 
up of Pakistani, Sri Lankan and Indian 
students.”
Steve is married to Fiona, a former 
physiotherapist who now works in schools 
supporting children with dyslexia and 
special needs. The couple have three 
daughters aged 12, 14 and 16.    

Steve on the playing fields at Bradfield College. Photo Jo Duckles. 
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Get wisdom
Lawyer and Priest, the Revd 
Canon John Rees on the 
importance of the basic 
principles of wisdom and faith.

Only two generations ago, when 
Lord Atkin was enunciating a 
new law of negligence, he based 
himself on what he called the 

‘neighbour’ principle. He could do it in the 
fairly secure knowledge that people would 
recognize his allusion to Jesus Christ’s 
teaching in the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. 
   As G K Chesterton once said, the 
problem with Jesus’ teaching isn’t that it’s 
been tried and found wanting, but rather 
that it’s been tried, found difficult, and 
abandoned.  As Jesus Himself said to the 
young lawyer who answered his question 
about the central tenets of the Law – “Do 
this, and you will live…” While Lord Atkin 
could be fairly confident that his hearers 
would recognise his allusion to Jesus’ 
teaching, it’s by no means obvious that the 
same would be true today.  
   Whether we are talking about Christians, 
Jews, Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, Sikhs 
or any other faith group, the pressure to 
disconnect from our traditions in favour 
of a shallow, consumerist, often ‘virtual’ 
individualism is very powerful indeed.  
One of the reasons that “radicalisation” 
is such a potent threat is because these 
blood-thirsty psychopathic ideas – a 
perversion of Islam - are being sucked into 

a cultural vacuum, hollowed out by the loss 
of time-honoured values.
   Sixty years ago, CS Lewis wrote a book 
called The Abolition of Man. In it, he 
warned of the dangers that might flow 
from humanity losing its anchorage in 
what he called ‘the Tao’. This referred to 
the great value systems of the major world 
faiths and classical philosophies, each with 
its own slant on this wisdom. 
   The core concepts of each faith and 
philosophy are similar – and strikingly 
at odds with the ‘dog eats dog’ culture 
of our hollowed-out individualism. 

Proverbs states:  “….Get wisdom (ie, not 
mere accumulation of information), and 
whatever else you get, get insight.  Do not 
forsake her, and she will keep you: love her, 
and she will guard you…she will honour 
you, if you embrace her…”
   Wikipedia provides information, but not 
wisdom.  Wisdom comes when we wrestle 
with the difficult issues we all have to 
face, and try to bring to bear on them all 
the resources we have received from the 
past. Ian McEwan’s book, The Children 
Act, is a good example of just that kind of 
conscientious wrestling. It’s not an easy 

process, and it won’t always come right, 
but I’d want to say that as we wrestle in all 
conscience with the issues that confront 
us, surprisingly often ‘the Wisdom from 
above’, as well as the wisdom of the ages, 
comes to our aid. 
   I’ll end with a story. Each day a cabin 
boy would struggle up the steep steps of 
the ship to the navigation deck with a cup 
of tea for the captain. The captain would 
thank him, take an appreciative sip, put 
his cup down and taking up his binoculars, 
survey the ocean. Then taking out a scrap 
of paper from his pocket he would consider 
it carefully and replace it in his pocket. The 
cabin boy was intrigued.  
   One day he found out what was written 
on that paper. The captain gazed at it 
carefully and, at last, the boy, craning his 
neck, saw the message. It read: “Starboard 
is right, port is left!”
   The point is this: we dare not neglect the 
wisdom embedded in the foundational 
principles of our faiths and traditions. 
“Get wisdom. Get insight. Do not forget 
or turn away…Do not forsake her, and she 
will keep you.  Love her, and she will guard 
you.”  As we open ourselves to the timeless 
wisdom of the ages, we may just find that 
we are not only going with the grain of the 
Universe, but with the loving purposes of 
its Maker.  
The Revd  Canon John Rees is Diocesan 
Registrar. This is an edited version 
of a sermon he gave at Christ Church 
Cathedral at the Annual Judges Service 
in October. 

The muddy curate meets Sophia the Siberian husky
by Sue Morton

Going on a silent retreat can 
be a bit like the Radio Four 
programme, Desert Island Discs.  
Naturally we take a Bible with 

us, but what about that luxury item?  I 
have known people to take all kinds 
of things.  As my year as deacon came 
to a close and I prepared to attend the 
retreat prior to my ordination as priest, 
I settled upon some cheerful yellow 
chrysanthemums given to my by my 
daughter to brighten up my room.
   One of the Diocesan Directors of 
Ordinands (DDO) however, brought a 
luxury item that turned out to benefit 
many of the retreatants: a Siberian husky 
called Sophia.  Bringing Sophia was an act 
of wisdom that more than reflected the 
dog’s name and she could be seen taking 
many a curate for a walk over the next 
few days.  During the retreat we were 
given valuable opportunities to talk to the 
retreat leader, chaplains and our DDOs, 

each with their own sign-up sheets for 
booking slots, but I suspect Sophia - had 
she had a sign-up sheet - would also have 
proved highly popular. 
   Curates who were feeling a bit dog-eared, 
or just plain dog-tired, felt comfortable 

in Sophia’s company.  Anyone who felt 
dogged by the silence of the retreat could 
be enthusiastically hauled out for a walk 
by Sophia across the peaceful fields of 
Cuddesdon, with the same ease of her 
ancestors who pulled loaded sleds over 
the frozen wastelands of  the northern 
hemisphere.
   And so, in our own private reflections 
and in our community worship we 
prepared for ordination.  Before we knew 
it, it was time to leave this welcome space 
of retreat and to go forward into the world 
and head off for our ordinations.
   It was later, much later, at my first 
celebration of communion that I thought 
back to some of those moments of that 
ordination service with clarity.  Two things 
stood out: one was the sermon which kept 
us grounded and reminded us to retain our 
humanity; the other was having our hands 
anointed with oil by the Bishop.  Both 
suddenly seemed hugely relevant as I stood 
for the first time behind the communion 

table in one of our small village churches.
   These words came fully alive:
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread 
to set before you,  which earth has given and 
human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life.
   It was going to be my very ordinary 
human hands that were going to be 
consecrating this bread and wine. 
Suddenly this role was mine: it was - like 
everything else connected with ministry 
- amazing, exciting, scary, overwhelming, 
humbling. 
   I hope and pray that I can hold on to that 
sense of awe and wonder and privilege  as 
I go forward into this new area of ministry 
as a priest. And for the time when I 
struggle with all of this, I’m thinking of 
putting in a request to borrow Sophia and 
letting her take me for a walk. 
The Revd Sue Morton is a curate in the 
Hambleden Valley. 
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Our Bishops on Sundays
SUNDAY 7 Advent 2. Bishop Andrew confirming at the 
Caversham Group of Churches. Bishop Colin confirming at 
Wootton and at Dorchester.

SUNDAY 14 Advent 3. Please pray for all who are preparing 
to offer hospitality to homeless and vulnerable people over 
Christmas especially those who are establishing temporary night 
shelters in their churches.

SUNDAY 21 Advent 4. Please pray for the multitudes of people 
who will attend carol services and christingle services over the 
Christmas period. May our worship connect people to God in 
such a way that they wish to return and worship in the New Year.  

SUNDAY 28 Holy Innocents. Please pray for the people of 
Bethlehem and all who are caught up in the conflict between 
Palestinians and Israelis. Please pray for the peace makers and 
all those who seek for peace. Please pray for the witness of 
Christians in Bethlehem. 

Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford.

 
‘Be on your guard; keep watch. You do not 
know when the moment is coming.’ Mark 
13 vs 33

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 
 
MONDAY 1 Chipping Norton 
Deanery. Jan Fielden, Amanda Gafford, 
James Walmsley, Paul Mansell and 
Andrew Savage.  Please pray for Mission 
in the small rural churches in the 
deanery and for the growth in vocations 
in our deanery. 
 
TUESDAY 2 Charlbury with 
Shorthampton. Please pray that 
recent new contacts with parents and 
toddlers are strengthened and that the 
Holy Spirit will lead us to find new ways 
to spread the Gospel to those around us.  
 
WEDNESDAY 3 Chipping Norton 
Team Ministry. James Kennedy, David 
Salter, Stephen Blake, Jackie Jones, 
Martha Simpson, Esther Lockley and 
Elizabeth Allen.  For growing Youth 
Ministry and our plans to welcome a 
new Youth Worker in the New Year. For 
a good response to our newly launched 
women’s programme and for a similar 
programme of events to engage men, 
to be launched next month.  Chipping 
Norton St Mary’s (VA) School.

THURSDAY 4 Great Tew with 
Little Tew and Heythrop. Ginny 
Thomas. Pray that in the new benefice 
we may worship and work together 
with generosity of heart and mind and 
for a prayerful Advent and a joyful 
Christmas. 
 
FRIDAY 5 Hook Norton with Great 
Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton. 
John Acreman, Wendy Cunningham 
and Janet Collins.  For a clear vision of 
how best to use our Youth Hall facilities 
in reaching to the young people in our 
area.  For the health concerns of various 
members of the Benefice Ministry 
Team. Great Rollright (VA) and Hook 
Norton (VC) Schools.   
 
SATURDAY 6 Over and Nether 
Worton. Please pray that the churches 
become a central part of the village 
communities. 
 
MONDAY 8 Forest Edge. Paul 
Mansell, Brian Ford and Sarah Jones. 
Give thanks for the outstanding head 

teachers who have been appointed 
to our C of E primary schools within 
Finstock and Leafield and for the 
continued building of relationships 
between Christians of different 
churchmanship within the villages of 
this benefice. Finstock and Leafield (VC) 
Schools.  
 
TUESDAY 9 Wychwood. Kate Stacey 
and Anne Hartley. Thank God for the 
growth of confident collaborative 
ministry through our ‘discover your 
gifts’ course and away day and ask God 
for the guidance of the Holy Spirit as 
we continue to discern our priorities 
for the next three years. Wychwood 
(VC) School.  Department of Mission 
Meeting. 
 
WEDNESDAY 10 The Chase. Mark 
Abrey and Andy Thayer.  For the 
appointment of a new Associate Priest 
and for our ministry to older people, 
particularly those who will be alone at 
Christmas.  Chadlington (VC) School 
 
THURSDAY 11 Deanery of 
Maidenhead and Windsor. Margaret 
Bird, Martin Chandler, John Sykes and 
Jim Tucker. For continued co-operation 
within the Deanery, a renewed vision 
for the Maidenhead and Windsor 
Deanery Plan and for the nurturing 
of vocations both lay and ordained. 
Maidenhead Deaf Church - Vera Hunt 
and Ben Whitaker. 
 
FRIDAY 12 Bray with Braywood. 
Richard Cowles. For the preparation 
of all the Christmas services, 
especially those involving the local 
schools and young people and for the 
encouragement of vocations in the 
parish and deanery. Braywood (VC) and 
Holyport ( VA) Schools. 
 
SATURDAY 13 Burchetts Green. 
Keith Nicholls, Tina Molyneux and 
Teresa Kennard. For our planning 
and launching of our new venture ‘@
Breakfast in Hurley’ aimed at gathering 
the village together with the church 
at its centre and that our Christmas 
services will connect in such a way that 
people want to return in the new year. 
Burchetts Green (VC) School. 
 

MONDAY 15 Clewer. Rosie Webb. 
For the ‘Proclaiming Christ in Clewer’ 
initiative; our work with children and 
families; the continuing success of 
our weekly Prayers and Bears service 
and our new children’s church on the 
Third Sunday of the month. For us 
as we embark on a major fundraising 
campaign in order to begin the next 
part of our building project, restoring 
our ancient 11th century church and 
making it fit for worship, mission and 
outreach. Clewer Green (VA) School 
Windsor and St Erf (VA) School 
Windsor.  
 
TUESDAY 16 Cox Green. Joan Hicks. 
For our Advent groups; for the young 
people who are preparing for admission 
to Holy Communion and for those 
young people who were confirmed in 
November. 
 
WEDNESDAY 17 Dedworth. Louise 
Brown. For the work of the Running 
Man Community Café located in the 
church building as it ministers in 
the run up to Christmas and for the 
‘Christianity Comes Alive’ programme 
working with all the local schools.  
 
THURSDAY 18 Furze Platt.  Mark 
Balfour, Pat Rose, Timothy Armstrong 
and Edna Conibear. For us as we 
welcome people to the Christmas 
services that we might share the love 
of Jesus with all who come and that we 
might be thinking and praying about 
who to invite to the next Alpha course 
in the New Year.  
 
FRIDAY 19 All Saints Boyne Hill 
Maidenhead. Jeremy Harris and 
Elizabeth Bryson. For the mission 
taking place with our ecumenical 
partners through Open the Book, 
summer and Christmas clubs, 
community meals and pastoral care in 
the nursing home of Larchfield estate. 
For the parish as we welcome people to 
our Christmas carol services who have 
recently moved into the new housing 
complex near to the church and for our 
parish as we continue to plan our Vision 
and Mission Action plans. All Saints 
( VC), Boyne Hill (VC) Schools and 
Altwood Academy. 
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SATURDAY 20 St Andrew and St 
Mary Magdalen. Will Stileman, 
Andrew Kearns, Sam Brewster, Sam 
Allberry, Ruth Knight and Jill Palfrey. 
For continued wisdom, energy and 
faithfulness as we seek to bring the 
good news of Jesus to all people 
within our community, especially for 
those with particular needs and those 
with little existing contact with the 
church. For increasing effectiveness in 
our own pastoral care, that we would 
‘bear one another’s burdens’ and that 
those in greatest need would have all 
the support and care they need.  
 
MONDAY 22 St Luke’s Maidenhead. 
Sally Lynch, Terrie Robinson and Sonya 
Clarke. For our phased re-ordering of 
the church and financial provision for 
our ministry to both ends of the age 
spectrum. St Luke’s (VC) School.  
 
TUESDAY 23 New Windsor (Team 
Ministry). Ainsley Swift, Mary Barnes, 
Margaret Bird and John Quick. For the 
whole team as we seek a more united 
and missional model of ministry into 
the future and particularly  for All 
Saints, Frances Road as it celebrates 
its 150th Anniversary. Windsor Queen 
Anne First (VC) School and Windsor 
Trinity St Stephen (VA) School.  
 
WEDNESDAY 24 Christmas Eve. 
Old Windsor. Mary Barnes, Lynne 
Thorogood and Mary Hutchinson. For 
our parish plan and for the development 
of our work with young people. The 
Royal Windsor (VA) and Old Windsor St 
Peter’s (VA) Schools. 
 
THURSDAY 25 Christmas Day. For all 
the faithful Christians around the world 
who will gather to worship God and 
give thanks for the birth of Jesus the 
Messiah. Pray particularly for Christians 
living under persecution around the 
world for whom it is dangerous to 
publically celebrate Christ’s birth.  
 
FRIDAY 26 St Stephen.  The 
Cookhams. Nick Plant, Joanna 
Ellington, David Joynes and Charles 
Walmsley. For the new Ministry Team, 
that we may work well together and 
that our work with children and young 
people will be fruitful. Cookham Holy 
Trinity (VC) and Cookham Dean (VA) 
School.  
 
SATURDAY 27 St John the 
Evangelist. Waltham St Lawrence. 
Phil Watts and Carole Perkins. Give 
thanks for the growth in our work 
with children and families; for the 
appointment of a Children’s Ministry 

Co-ordinator and the new relationship 
with local schools. As we look into a 
new year please pray for the leading and 
blessing of the Holy Spirit with all the 
transitions that are underway in the 
parish.  
 
MONDAY 29 White Waltham & 
Shottesbrooke. David Andrew and 
Carole Perkins.  For the ongoing 
construction work on a new building 
in the churchyard at White Waltham 
which started in November and fruitful 
use of the building when completed. For 
a building of relationships coming out 
of the  ‘Woodlands Winter Wonderland’ 
open crowd community event which 
happened on 13 December.  White 
Waltham Academy. 
 
TUESDAY 30 -  As we look to a new 
year please pray for the leadership 
in mission and ministry of Bishop 
Colin, Bishop Alan, Bishop Andrew, 
Archdeacon Karen, Archdeacon 
Martin, Archdeacon Olivia, Archdeacon 

Judy and the Dean of Christ Church 
Cathedral, the Very Revd Prof Martyn 
Percy. 
 
WEDNESDAY 31 -  As we look to a 
new year in the life and work of the 
diocese please pray for all involved 
in the Vacancy in See process as we 
seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in 
appointing the new Bishop of Oxford. 
Please pray for the person that God is 
preparing and calling to this key role in 
the Church of England. 
 

SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

                Tel: 01865 276155                   www.chch.ox.ac.uk

The Revd Rosanna Martin will be leaving 
her post as Priest in Charge at Uffington, 
Shellingford, Woolstone and Baulking; 
The Revd Paul Collins will take up post 
as Associate Minister (Evangelism and 
Initiation Courses) in Warfield; The Revd 
Roy Burgess will retire from his post as 
Vicar of Owlsmoor St George; The Revd 
Canon Nick Parish will be leaving his 
post as Priest in Charge of Bracknell Team 
Ministry; The Revd Chris Hargraves will 
be leaving her post as Rector of Shelswell 
Benefice and as Area Dean of Bicester and 
Islip Deanery; The Revd Karen Young 
will take up post as Associate Vicar at Shill 
Valley and Broadshire Benefice; The Revd 
Michael Godfrey will leave his post as 

Rector of Newport Pagnell with Lathbury 
and Moulsoe; The Revd Andrew Thayer 
will be leaving his post as House for Duty 
Priest in the Chase Benefice; The Revd 
Sok Han Yong will be leaving her post as 
Assistant Curate in Abingdon; The Revd 
Rosemary Payne will retire from her post 
as Associate Priest in Hedsor and Bourne 
End and has been given Permission to 
Officiate. The following have been given 
Permission to Officate: The Revd Dr Brian 
Griffiths; The Revd James Poole. We 
recall with sadness the deaths of: 
The Revd Joy Carter; The Revd Derek 
Upcott; The Revd Raymond Jones and 
The Revd Michael Tingle.

Coming and Goings

Services at Christ Church Cathedral

Worship resources for Advent and 
Christmas, including inspiration 
for carol services, Christingle, New 
Year celebrations available at 
www.churchofengland.org/
commonworship. Download files of 
seasonal resources from the main 
Common Worship Sunday book and 
from the seasonal resource volume 
Times and Seasons.

WE recall with sadness the deaths of 
Terry Landsbert and Donald Clough.
   Terry was Diocesan Secretary from 
1982 until his retirement in 1988. He was 
described as an inventive problem solver 
with a quick intellect and a whimsical 
sense of humour. Before coming to the 
Diocese his accountancy career took 
him to Paris where he developed an 
interest in European culture. When he 
returned to the UK he held a number of 
finance positions in the electrical and 
engineering industry. He became a senior 
consultant in Finance and Administration 
for PA International, and this included 
a three-year secondment to a company 
specialising in investment and finance in 
rescue or reconstruction situations. He 
was married to Alex and had two children, 

Carl and Bryony. For full obituary see 
www.oxford.anglicanorg/terrylandsbert. 
   Donald was an accountant for the 
diocese from 1967 until he retired in May 
1985. He was nearly 90 when he died in 
October. A friend described him as “one 
of those assiduous and hard-working 
servants of the Church the importance 
of whose role was not known about by 
many.”  In a letter found by his daughters 
after his death, he wrote: “I have had a 
good and fulfilling life - a wonderful wife, 
a very happy marriage and a great and 
super loving family, and great friends.  
So I thank you all.  All blessings and love 
as I go to face a new challenge - what an 
adventure!  Thanks too to a generous and 
forgiving God, and his Church which has 
sustained me.”   

Obituaries
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Courses, training, conferences and workshops in December

thedoorpost
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 28 November 2014.

SUNDAY 30 NOVEMBER
Cookham:  Advent carols by 
candlelight at Holy Trinity Church at 
6.30pm.  
 
MONDAY 1 DECEMBER
Aldermaston:  The York Nativity 
Play will take place at St Mary 
the Virgin today and 4 and 5 
December at 8pm also on 6 and 
7 December at 7pm. Tickets are 
free and are available by emailing 
aldermastonnativity@hotmail.co.uk 

WEDNESDAY 3 DECEMBER
Tilehurst: Christmas Concert at St 
Mary Magdalen at 7.30pm. Reading 
Concert Singers ‘Rumours of Angels’ 
- Kendrick. In aid of church funds. 
Programmes £8 (£4 under 16s) 
available on the door. Phone 0118 
942 5290 for details. 
 
Henley on Thames: Living Advent 
Calendar outside Stuart Turner 
(Market Place entrance) from 6.15pm 
to 6.45pm. Love Henley carol service 
at Henley Town hall at 7.30pm. 
Canon J John will be attending both 
events.  

THURSDAY 4 DECEMBER
Reading: Chaplaincy lecture at 
Whiteknights Campus, Palmer 
Building, Room 102 from 1pm - 2pm. 
‘The Spirit Level: Why Equality 
is Better for Everyone’ - Richard 
Wilkinson. Email m.d.laynesmith@
reading.ac.uk or phone 0118 378 
8797 for details. 
 
Oxford: Westminster Faith Debate 
at University Church of St Mary the 
Virgin from 5.30pm to 7pm. ‘Vision 
- What does the Church of England 
offer the next generation?’ Details at 
www.faithdebates.org.uk 

SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER
Iffley: Dinner and Dance for Trees 
(in support of St Mary’s Harvest 
Appeal: Keeping Hope Alive in 
Palestine) will take place at Iffley 
Church Hall at 6.30pm.  An evening 
of elegance, entertainment and 
fabulous food. Entrance £14 (one 
olive tree). Tickets limited - reserve 
tickets by emailing iffley.harvest@
gmail.com 
 
Chinnor: Christmas Tree Festival: 
Stories in the trees at St Andrew’s 
Church begins today until 14 
December. Email nrhm@btinternet.
com for details and opening times. 
 
Cowley: Festival of Christmas trees 
at St James Church, Beauchamp Lane 
from 6 to 14 December. Christmas 
concert from Oxybaroxy (baroque 
string group) and Oxfordshire 
Youth Chamber Choir at 7pm on 6 
December. Tickets £10 available by 
emailing ctf@cowleyteamministry.
co.uk or phone 07982 439828. 
 
TUESDAY 9 DECEMBER
Tilehurst: Military band concert at 
St George’s at 8pm. Waterloo band 
and Bugles of The Rifles. Retiring 
collection for Care for Casualties - 
The Rifles Charity.  
 

Oxford: A talk organised by the 
Oxford Council for Christians and 
Jews will take place at 7.30pm at the 
Oxford Jewish Centre, Richmond 
Road OX1 2JL. A book for Advent 
and Hannukah - Ed Stourton (BBC 
Radio 4 presenter and journalist) 
talks about his 2013 book Cruel 
Crossing: the trials, human courage and 
endeavour and the flight to freedom. 
Email coppenheimer@btinternet.com 
or phone 01865 558226 for details. 

WEDNESDAY 10 DECEMBER
Whitley: Christmas concert at St 
Agnes at 7.30pm. Reading Concert 
Singers ‘Rumours of Angels’ -  
Kendrick. In aid of church funds. 
Programmes £8 (£4 under 16s) 
available on the door. Phone 0118 
942 5290 for details. 

FRIDAY 12 DECEMBER
Bicester: Christmas tree festival 
at St Edburg’s Church today and 
tomorrow from 10am - 7pm also on 
14 December from 12.30pm - 5.30pm  
followed by ‘Carols in the Trees’ 
at 6pm. Live music, refreshments, 
children’s trail throughout. 
Donation £2.50 (children free). 
See www.stedburgschurch.org/
christmastreefestival for details. 
 
Maidenhead: Christmas tree 
festival at St Luke’s Church from 12 
to 14 December. Visit this beautiful 
church full of decorated trees and 
enjoy seasonal music, refreshments 
and stalls. Email admin@
stlukeschurchmaidenhead.org.uk for 
details. 
 
SATURDAY 13 DECEMBER
Chinnor: The Chinnor and Princes 
Risborough Railway will be hosting 
a Carols on the Train evening and 
the Archdeacon of Dorchester will be 
joining them. The train will depart 
from Chinnor Station at 7pm and 
will return at 9pm. Refreshments 
will be available. Tickets £11, Seniors 
£10, Children £6. Group discounts 
available. Phone 07979 055366 or see 
www.chinnorrailway.co.uk for details.
 
SUNDAY 14 DECEMBER
Dorchester-on-Thames: PACT  
 

(Parents And Children Together) will 
be holding its annual carol concert at 
Dorchester Abbey today which begins 
at 6pm but everyone is invited to 
come at 5pm for a tea party featuring 
a jazz band and children’s activities. 
Tickets are free but need to booked 
in advance at www.pactcharity.org/
carols. 
 
TUESDAY 16 DECEMBER
Oxford: Christ Church Cathedral are 
holding a concert at 8pm for Sobell 
House Hospice and SeaSaw charities. 
Email cathedral@chch.ox.ac.uk or  
phone 01865 276155 for details 
about purchasing tickets. 

WEDNESDAY 17 DECEMBER
Thatcham:Vivace Voices Christmas 
Concert at St Mary’s Church at 
2.30pm. Carols, readings and an 
instrumental piece. Admission £3 
(includes refreshments). All proceeds 
to Marie Curie Cancer Care.  
 
Turville: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

SATURDAY 20 DECEMBER
Oxford: The Cathedral Singers of 
Christ Church, Oxford Christmas by 
Candlelight service at Christ Church 
Cathedral at 8pm. £12 (£10 conc) 
available on the door or at www.
ticketsoxford.com 

SUNDAY 21 DECEMBER
Tilehurst: Christmas carol service at 
St Mary Magdalen at 6pm.  

WEDNESDAY 24 DECEMBER
Tilehurst: Christingle service at St 
Mary Magdalen at 3pm in aid of The 
Children’s Society. 

THURSDAY 25 DECEMBER
Cookham: Christmas carols by 
candlelight at Holy Trinity Church at 
6.30pm. Retiring collection in aid of 
Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice 
Service.

The York Nativity Play at Aldermaston - further information available under 
Monday 1 December listing.  Photo: Ange Boott


